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i, I 1) oproscntatives of the Austrian Chamber of
25X1A Commerce, the so=called "Aussenhandelsstellenleiter”, stationed in the
capitals of Czechoslovakis, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Rumania, and Bulgaria,
will be recallsd shortly and replaced with cereer diplomats drazwn from
the WIFO {Wirtschaftepolitische Abteilung) of the iinistry of Foreign
Affairs of Ausiria, The outgoing repressntatives requested diplomatic
status from the Foreign Ministry, and since their roquest was not granted by
Wnister Gruber, they decided to come home, The only exception is the
present representative of the Austrian Chember of Commerce in Prague. He
will become an official of the linistry of Forelgn Affairs with the rank of
a "Legationssekretaer". He will then perform the duties cf a commereial
attache at the Austrian Legation in Prague,

25X1A 2, I i vas at a meeting of the Austrian Council
of Ministers which took place on or about 23 liay 1950 that it was decided
that the Austrian Foreign Office would send commercisl attachés to Sofia,
Belgrade, Bucharest, Budepest, and Warsaw,
25X1A

3. commercial attachés have as yet not been appointed , NN
WK&I’I Denk will bs sent to Bel e and Franz Schlechta will
teke up his post in Budapest, #ﬁgﬂ. these men will
be sent abread before 1 July 1950, 25X1A

bow These commercial attachds will be asgigned to the Austrian political representa-
tives and the Austrian Legation in the five Balkan capitals and their jobs
will be to act as & collestion agency and funnel in the requests for commerciel

25X1A

information : roceive from the various foreign government
25X1A agenclies, 88 goon as these commercial attaches have besn
established e 8, the Austrian Government will request ths Balkan

countries to forward their commercial corvespondence with Austria through
these commercial attachés. It is also hoped that im this way the Austrian
Government will be able to request the withdrawal of the many wmofficial
Balkan commercial representatives metive at presant in Vienns,
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